
 

 

 

Letter from the Executive Board 

Dear Delegates, 

We are pleased to welcome you to the 
simulation of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) at QMUN’16 in UK. At the onset, we would like to 
thank the organizers of QMUN for having this simulation and promoting 
the concept of Model Indian Committees. 
The HRC is a subsidiary body of the General Assembly that plays a 
unique role as the primary United Nations body tasked with protecting 
and promoting human rights. The United Nations Charter and 
subsequent international treaties and laws serve as a basis for HRC’s 
mandate. The HRC is charged with taking proactive measures and 
fostering international cooperation in order to prevent violations of 
human rights. In addressing human rights issues, the HRC may initiate 
studies, call international conferences, submit draft conventions to the 
General Assembly, and make recommendations. 
We hope you will find this Background Guide useful as an introduction 
to the topics for this committee. It is not meant to replace further 
research. We highly encourage you to explore your countries’ policies 
in depth. In preparation for the Conference, each delegation will submit 
a position paper.  
Please take note of all QMUN policies on the website and in the 
Delegate Preparation Guide, particularly those regarding plagiarism, 
conduct, dress code, sexual harassment, and evaluation method. 
Adherence to all guidelines is mandatory. 
 

 CHAIRPERSON       DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 

 KUNWAR YASH VARDHAN     KENEINGUNO RUPREO 



 

 

 

Agenda : Human rights’ violations in china 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a declaration 

adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10 December 

1948 at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris. The Declaration arose directly 

from the experience of the Second World War and represents the 

first global expression of rights to which all human beings are 

inherently entitled The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) is a declaration adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly on 10 December 1948 at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris. The 

Declaration arose directly from the experience of the Second World 

War and represents the first global expression of rights to which all 

human beings are inherently entitled. 

 

Yet there have been many examples since then where the state or 

the authority has violated human rights, specially when it was 

communist in nature. Focusing here on the human rights violations 

in china, one comes to know many such facts which have gained 

attention of the UNHRC this year. 

OVERVIEW 

Numerous human rights groups have publicized human rights 

issues in China that they consider the government to be 

mishandling, including: the death penalty (capital punishment), the 



 

 

one-child policy, the political and legal status of Tibet, and neglect 

of freedom of the press in mainland China. Other areas of concern 

include the lack of legal recognition of human rights and the lack of 

an independent judiciary, rule of law, and due process. Further 

issues raised in regard to human rights include the severe lack of 

worker's rights (in particular the hukou system which restricts 

migrant labourers' freedom of movement), the absence of 

independent labour unions, and allegations of discrimination 

against rural workers and ethnic minorities, as well as the lack of 

religious freedom – rights groups have highlighted repression of 

the Christian, better source needed Tibetan Buddhist, and Falun 

Gong religious groups. Some Chinese activist groups are trying to 

expand these freedoms, including Human Rights in China, Chinese 

Human Rights Defenders, and the China Human Rights Lawyers 

Concern Group. The committee aims to discuss the following cases. 

 

1. Legal system 

Since the legal reforms of the late 1970s and 1980s, the Communist 

Party of China (CPC) has officially moved to embrace the language 

of the rule of law and to establish a modern court system. In the 

process, it has enacted thousands of new laws and regulations, and 

has begun training more legal professionals. The concept of 'rule of 

law' has been emphasized in the constitution, and the ruling party 

has embarked on campaigns to promote the idea that citizens have 

protection under the law. At the same time, however, a 

fundamental contradiction exists in the constitution itself, in which 



 

 

the Communist Party insists that its authority supersedes that of 

the law. Thus, the constitution enshrines the rule of law, yet 

simultaneously stresses the principle that the 'leadership of the 

Communist Party' holds primacy over the law. 

The judiciary is not independent of the Communist Party, and 

judges face political pressure; in many instances, private party 

committees dictate the outcome of cases. In this way, the CPC 

effectively controls the judiciary through its influence. This 

influence has produced a system often described as 'rule by law' 

(alluding to the CPC's power), rather than rule of law. Moreover, 

the legal system lacks protections for civil rights, and often fails to 

uphold due process 

2. Freedom of the press 

Critics argue that the CPC has failed to live up to its promises about 

the freedom of the mainland Chinese media. Freedom House 

consistenly ranks China as 'Not Free' in its annual press freedom 

survey, including the 2014 report. PRC journalist He Qinglian says 

that the PRC's media are controlled by directives from the 

Communist Party's propaganda department, and are subjected to 

intense monitoring which threatens punishment for violators, 

rather than to pre-publication censorship. In 2008, ITV News 

reporter John Ray was arrested while covering a 'Free Tibet' 

protest.International media coverage of Tibetan protests only a few 

months before the Beijing Olympics in 2008 triggered a strong 

reaction inside China. Chinese media practitioners took the 

opportunity to argue with propaganda authorities for more media 



 

 

freedom:one journalist asked, 'If not even Chinese journalists are 

allowed to report about the problems in Tibet, how can foreign 

journalists know about the Chinese perspective about the events?' 

Foreign journalists also reported that their access to certain 

websites, including those of human rights organizations, was 

restricted. International Olympic Committee president Jacques 

Rogge stated at the end of the 2008 Olympic Games that 'The 

regulations [governing foreign media freedom during the Olympics] 

might not be perfect but they are a sea-change compared to the 

situation before. We hope that they will continue.' The Foreign 

Correspondents Club of China (FCCC) issued a statement during the 

Olympics that 'despite welcome progress in terms of accessibility 

and the number of press conferences within the Olympic facilities, 

the FCCC has been alarmed at the use of violence, intimidation and 

harassment outside. The club has confirmed more than 30 cases of 

reporting interference since the formal opening of the Olympic 

media centre on 25 July, and is checking at least 20 other reported 

incidents.' 

Since the Chinese state continues to exert a considerable amount 

of control over media, public support for domestic reporting has 

come as a surprise to many observers. Not much is known about 

the extent to which the Chinese citizenry believe the official 

statements of the CPC, nor about which media sources they 

perceive as credible and why. So far, research on the media in 

China has focused on the changing relationship between media 

outlets and the state during the reform era. Nor is much known 



 

 

about how China's changing media environment has affected the 

government's ability to persuade media audiences. Research on 

political trust reveals that exposure to the media correlates 

positively with support for the government in some instances, and 

negatively in others. The research has been cited as evidence that 

the Chinese public believes propaganda transmitted to them 

through the news media, but also that they disbelieve it. These 

contradictory results can be explained by realizing that ordinary 

citizens consider media sources to be credible to a greater or lesser 

degree, depending on the extent to which media outlets have 

undergone reform. 

In 2012 the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urged the 

Chinese government to lift restrictions on media access to the 

region and allow independent and impartial monitors to visit and 

assess conditions in Tibet.The Chinese government did not change 

its position. 

 

3. The birth control policy 

China's birth control policy, known widely as the one-child policy, 
was implemented in 1979 by Chairman Mao Zedong's government 
to alleviate the overpopulation problem. Having more than one 
child was illegal and punishable by fines. This policy has began to 
be phased out, beginning in Voice of America cites critics who 
argue that the policy contributes to forced abortions, human rights 
violations, female infanticide, abandonment and sex-selective 
abortions, which are believed to be relatively commonplace in 



 

 

some areas of the country Sex-selective abortions are thought to 
have been a significant contribution to the gender imbalance in 
mainland China, where there is a 118:100 ratio of male to female 
children reported. Forced abortions and sterilizations have also 
been reported. 

 

It has also been argued that the one-child policy is not effective 
enough to justify its costs, and that external factors caused a 
dramatic decrease in Chinese fertility rates to begin even before 
1979. The policy seems to have had little impact on rural areas 
(home to about 80% of the population), where birth rates never 
dropped below 2.5 children per female. Nevertheless, the Chinese 
government and others estimate that at least 250 million births 
have been prevented by the policy. 

The policy was generally not enforced in rural areas of the country 
even before this amendment. It has also been relaxed in urban 
areas, allowing people to have two children. 

Chinese state-run media reported on 3 June 2013 that the city of 
Wuhan is considering legislation to fine women who have children 
out of wedlock, or with men married to other women. The fine is 
considered a 'social compensation fee', and has been sharply 
criticized for potentially exacerbating the problem of abandoned 
children. 



 

 

 Chinese human rights attorneys who take on cases related to these 
issues, however, often face harassment, disbarment, and arrest. 

An answer unjustified 

The Government of the People's Republic of China has argued that 
its concept of 'Asian values' requires that the welfare of the 
collective should always be put ahead of the rights of any individual 
whenever conflicts between these arise. Its position is that the 
government has the responsibility to design, implement and 
enforce a 'harmonious socialist society' and a 'people's democratic 
dictatorship'. 

 

The People's Republic of China emphasizes state sovereignty, which 
at times conflicts with the international norms or standards of 
human rights. However, its concept of human rights has developed 
radically over the years. From 1949 to the late 1970s, the CPC 
focused on promoting the rights of the masses: collective rights 
rather than individual human rights. Deng Xiaoping went as far to 
say that the right of a nation, or sovereignty (guoquan) is more 
important than human rights (remain), and right of subsistence 
(shengcun quan) is more fundamental than political freedom. 
However, from the beginning of economic reforms in 1978 to the 
1989 Tiananmen incident and democratic movement, the CPC 



 

 

raised concerns for human rights in their domestic and 
international policies. In 1991, China officially accepted the idea 
that human rights were compatible with Chinese socialism, and in 
1993 the state created the China Society for Human Rights Studies, 
which has represented Chinese positions on human rights in 
international forums, conferences, and media.  

 

 

The baseline 
As of 2013, the PRC had signed more than 20 international treaties 

on human rights. However, in practice China still does not follow 

these standards. China has adopted measures that would uphold 

certain human rights policies within their socialist environment. 

The government still questions the international human rights 

norm, and emphasizes sovereignty over human rights. The PRC is 

concerned that Western states may be using the concepts of 

human rights and democracy to justify power politics. 

PRC official statements have argued that their principle of a 

people's democratic dictatorship is an apt measure to enforce the 

compromises they deem necessary to counter these conflicting 

interests. Those who agree with this position believe that 

governments with constitutionally determined and restricted 

authority who grant their citizens the degree of freedom and 

liberty present in most free nations fail to take on the responsibility 



 

 

of regulating these conflicting interests. This position is highly 

controversial. 

 

The debate is going to be based on the question ; Should a country, 
say china, place the economic and financial progress of the country 
above the basic human rights it’s citizens are entitled to? Isn’t it 
that a country is made of its citizens and thus the well living of the 
citizens should be placed above the progress? 


